
ADOPTION PROGRAM POLICIES

Prospective adoptive parents must meet the Illinois standards for adoption.  Occasionally someone may ask why they might not be approved.  The following is a guideline to help determine appropriate candidates for adoption. 
Adoption of a child over age three or more than two children at a time is a concern. There may be additional training or counseling involved.  It is our desire to help families have successful adoptions.  Adoptions that are at risk of being more difficult should not be taken lightly.

Age:  Young couples (25-35) with no parenting experience will not automatically be approved for more than two children or children older than 3.  

Families must complete an ongoing adoption before they start the process of the next adoption. If there is a new biological child, or a pregnancy, the number of other children will be taken into consideration, as well as the waiting time for the desired adopted child.  A family may be asked to wait six months or a year before moving forward. 
A home must meet the standards of an Illinois foster family home. (Google Illinois foster family home 402 standards).

Marriage:  an individual married 3 or more times may not be approved.  Suggested length of current marriage is three years or longer.  
Couples where one spouse is 10-20 years older than the other, and the older is over 60, will be evaluated with the thought the younger could become a single parent.  The younger parent should be less than 45.

Couples between 40 and 45 median age will be considered for an infant, but must realize a birthmother may not choose them.  International adoptions depend upon country regulations.  Couples 50 years median age or older will not be approved for a child under the age of 5.  Prior parenting experience would be an advantage for older children. 
Background checks:  Any one with a record of child abuse or neglect will not be approved.  An unfounded report will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 
Some minor criminal accusations will not keep a person from being approved, but all charges and convictions will be mentioned in the home study.  You must be honest.  Even if a record has been purged it can still show up.  
Some convictions would bar a person from being approved, even if it happened years ago and lives have changed.

Mental health issues: a diagnosis of a mental illness that could affect parenting abilities may not be accepted.  A recommendation of the mental health professional and medications list will be required to determine the affect on parenting.  
History of alcoholism or substance abuse will be discussed.  Having completed a successful treatment program will help if counseling, medication, and/or support is continuing.  A letter of recommendation will be needed from a licensed professional to determine suitability.
Financial Statement:  A family that is preparing for adoption must show financial stability.  Although the guidelines are vague and there isn’t a magical number, things required include copies of W2 or 1040 forms, a financial statement of assets and liabilities, life insurance benefits, budget, and information on debts.  It is recommended that a family not have debt in addition to vehicles and mortgage.  Small credit card debt or a personal loan for schooling or medical bills could be allowed, depending upon income.  The adoption could cause further debt and this is not stability.
On situations above the final decision to approve a family will not be made by one worker.  A staffing of two or more professionals will discuss the situation and make the final decision.  

Responsibility:  It is the responsibility of the family to educate themselves on the adoption process.  Read your directions and ask questions.  There are some things beyond the responsibility of this agency, such as a background check that takes forever.  Sometime it just happens.  There are some things we cannot be responsible for. 
Expedition:  Poor planning on your part does not constitute an emergency on our part.  There are some things that are impossible.  A foster license cannot happen in two weeks. An updated home study cannot be done quickly if there are seven other clients ahead of you.  Requests have been made in the past to pay an additional fee to expedite it.  The answer is no.  Each and every client is important to us.  We do things in the order in which they come and try to be realistic in the time frame we estimate to you.
Love is not enough.  Love is a necessary ingredient and probably the most important in becoming a parent.  However, when things get rough love is not always the answer to the problem.  It goes with the counseling, the sleepless nights, the never give up attitude…..
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