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11 January 2010
Dear foster families,

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful time with family and friends during the holidays.  When I came back from visiting family in Chicago and Peoria I found a copy of the 2009 10-40 in my mail box which made me think it would be good to repeat some information I sent to you last year.
If a foster child lives in your home for over six months in a given year you can rightfully claim that child as a dependent on your taxes.  Sometimes biological or foster parents illegally claim a child that has been in foster care.  This is more likely to happen if a child has been in care for at least six months but then comes home before tax season, or has been in foster care for more than 6 months but not all in the same year.  Only one household can claim a person as a dependent for a given year.  The following information comes from an article on About.com: 

“…The IRS will always audit tax returns where two or more taxpayers attempt to claim the same dependent. Only one taxpayer will win. The taxpayer who loses might also lose the related tax breaks such as child tax credit, earned income credit, or Head of Household filing status. What that means is that the taxpayer who loses the IRS audit will have to pay additional taxes, plus penalties and interest. That makes dependent audits one of the most expensive audits that a taxpayer can endure.” (http://taxes.about.com/od/dependents/a/Dependents.htm)

When claiming a foster child on your taxes make sure you can prove you have provided primary care for the child for over 6 months in a given calendar year.  The official date the child has come into care can be found on the payment authorization form you signed agreeing to the monthly stipend amount to paid by ICM.  Although ICM will inform biological parents of the tax rules, they may still attempt to claim their child as a dependent.  If they do before you, when you file your taxes you will receive a letter stating that there was a problem with that child’s social security number.  If this happens you should then send a letter to the IRS stating your case and they may then only audit the biological parents.  ICM can also provide a letter and documentation to assist you.  If you plan on claiming a foster child as a dependent for 2009 please notify me as soon as possible so I can discuss this with the biological family.  In general, I will inform all foster and biological families in our program so all should be aware of the rules.
Please remember to invite people you know who are interested in foster care or adoption to these events!
Broadway Christian Church - Mattoon, IL – January 25th, 7:00 pm (foster care and adoption information)

Tower Hill Christian Church – Tower Hill, IL – January 31st, 12:30 pm (only foster care information)
Twin City Bible Church – Urbana, IL – February 8th, 6:30 pm (foster care and adoption information)
College Park Christian Church – Normal, IL – February 22nd, 6:30 pm (foster care and adoption information)

For His Glory, 
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Nate Himes
Director of Voluntary Foster Care Program






“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” - Matthew 22:21


“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.  If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.”  - Matthew 5:38-42

















