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INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS:

You are about to embark on the most wonderful journey! 

As you proceed make copies of everything.  You will want to hand carry copies of everything in the dossier. The checklist on the front of the ICM application is a good reference to remind you what is needed for the home study.  Please write an autobiography as directed elsewhere in this packet.  If you want to prepare for your interview process, those questions can be e-mailed to you.  

Don’t Panic!  At this stage sometimes the piles of paperwork seem overwhelming.  We are here to help you through the process.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions; even if you asked it before. Sometimes it helps to go through it more than once.

Adopt-Only Foster license:  If your child will enter the country with an IR3 visa you will not need a license.  If it is an IR4 visa you will.  IR3 means that the parents will have seen the child before the adoption is completed in the country (such as Russia, Ukraine, China with both parents traveling, Guatemala with two trips).  IR4 visa means you have not seen your child before the adoption paperwork is completed in the country (one person traveling or one trip, or escorted child).  Find out early since this determines how you get fingerprinted. Licenses are good for four years, but if you should complete your adoption before this time we ask that you close it, since we are required to make monitoring visits when open.  A child that has an IR4 visa must be readopted in Illinois by the end of the first year of residence.  You may choose an Illinois adoption for IR3 child, but it is not required. An Illinois adoption is the only way to receive an Illinois birth certificate and it is the legal name change. You can get Social Security cards and passports without an Illinois birth certificate.

Fingerprints:  Every person in your house 17 and over must be fingerprinted.  Every person 13 and over must have a CANTS (child abuse and neglect) check.  You will be fingerprinted for us AND for CIS.  There are two ways to do ours, depending on the type of visa for your child.   If you need the foster licensing (IR4), go to www.accuratebiometrics.com  to get times and places. This one set of fingerprints will give the IBI (Illinois or State Police records) and FBI (Federal records) and CANTS (Child abuse/neglect).   If you are an unlicensed home, you will need two sets of fingerprint cards.  Those are available in our office for IBI and for the FBI go to www.fbi.gov/hq/cjisd/fprequest.htm  and download that card (FD258 form). Have both sets done by local police.  Mail the IBI ones to the address on the back along with a check for $20 per set.  

Mail the FBI to the address on the website with a money order for $18 per set. Mark the outside of that envelope “ADOPTION” in big letters.  The CANTS form must be typed and is available through ICM as a template on e-mail.  Fill it out, print it, sign and date it, return to ICM.  No charge for this. Do this early in the process.  
BCIS (Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration-Chicago):   You can download the 600a from their website at http://www.uscis.gov.  Our CIS is asking that you wait and send this app, along with the supporting documents, including a home study together in one package.  Be sure you pay those fees by money order or cashier’s check, as they do not accept personal checks. The website will give you current fees. You will get FBI fingerprinted again for them.  You will receive a post card telling you when and where – and information of what to do if you cannot make that appointment. The address is:  BCIS Orphan Unit, 101 West Congress Parkway, Chicago, Illinois 60605.  Your approval is the 171H.  Box 1 will be marked if it is an IR4, box 3 will be marked if it’s an IR3.  Your approval is good for 18 months, the fingerprints are good for 15 months.  Some adoptions take longer and when you need to update these they currently waive new fees if you have not allowed it to expire and you request the waiver.   

Physicals:  If your country has a specific physical form (China does) you will need to have your doctor complete this.  Some countries require only a letter on letterhead (notarized usually), with a specific statement.  Or, we can send you a general physical for the State of Illinois.  There may be required blood work, depending upon your country.  Find out this information from your placing agency, as you will need to tell your doctor when you make your appointment.  It is unusual for doctors to fill out all of the information and sign and notarize the reports at the time of your visit.  They often do paperwork at a later date.  You will want to make your appointment early in the process, to insure ample time.  If you have children in the home it is unusual that their physicals are required for the dossier, but the home study report requires a physical on file with the agency.  This can be a copy of their school physical.  We also have Illinois physical forms for children, if needed.

Payment of fees:  All fees for the home study are to be paid before the signature is done.  THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS FOR THIS POLICY.  Occasionally people apply for grants and they will need copies of the home study.  We will be happy to send them to a foundation since grants may be paid to the agency and not to the individual.  But, your set for the dossier and BCIS will not be released until payment is received.  Occasionally a country wants an abbreviated home study and CIS requires an elaborate one.  If you have a need for two separate home studies you may be assessed a small fee to do this. (usually $250)

Illinois approval: Illinois is the only state that requires a state approval before you can adopt internationally.  We send a home study to DCFS when it is completed.  They will send a letter of approval, which will be included with your packet that will have at least three home studies.  One of these is for your dossier, one for you, and one for the CIS application (along with the DCFS approval letter).  

Referrals:  When you receive the referral of your child or your travel date please notify us.  For IR4 visas we need Child’s legal papers and medical report (both in English), name, date of birth (all on your placing agency letterhead), plus the copy of the 171H.  We send it to DCFS with a copy of your adopt only license.  They approve it and fax CIS to release the visa.  You will receive a new 171H with box 3 marked.  Be sure the information on your country is correct. For IR3 visas we submit the fact that you are receiving your child for their paper trail, but nothing else needs to be done.  This also insures that we know when you are traveling so we can schedule post placement visits. This procedure has been different in the past, so your agency or friends who have adopted may try to tell you differently. 

Post placements:  Once you receive your child we will be doing at least one post placement visit and report.  Illinois requires the first post placement for every child to be completed one month after you receive your child for IR3 visas and three total post placement visits for IR4 (plus a copy of the Illinois adoption decree).  The country may require two or more visits. For IR4 these can be done at the same time.  At the time of the post placement you will need to provide pictures to include in the report to your country.  You will also need to provide copies of such things as the citizenship certificate, registration with the embassy, and decree of the re adoption, depending upon what is applicable in your situation.  Post placement visits include travel time, contact time, writing a report, contact with the agency/lawyer, and mileage.  The fee will be $250 per visit.  If you need three visits in the first year and prepay, the price for all three visits is $500.  
Your Placing Agency:  You will probably be working through another agency for your placement.  We usually sign an interagency agreement so we have your permission to work (and share information) with this agency.  This may be sent directly by the agency or be in a packet of information you will receive from them.  They will usually ask for a copy of our agency license.  In some cases they also ask for copies of proof of insurance and other documents.  This is no problem.  You will receive a copy of the license along with your home study.  In addition, we ask for a copy of their agency license.  One of the easiest ways to complete this requirement is to have them fax a copy to us.

Is there any reason we might not be approved?  This is a typical question.  You do not want to spend the money and time and find out later you couldn’t be approved.  The typical reasons would be some mental health issues, anything that would affect your parenting abilities, some physical impairments or health conditions, criminal background, recent history of treatment for alcoholism, etc.  If you have any questions about situations in your life it is advisable to talk these over thoroughly both with your placing agency and your home study worker.  Many things can be approved, but have to be mentioned in the home study.  Some things might be approved for a domestic adoption, but a country might have a specific criteria. 




























©





Illini Christian Ministries, Inc.


�PO Box 200  ▪  St Joseph, IL  61873�ph 217-469-7566  ▪  fax 217-469-2568  ▪  admin@icmfamily.org


 


Building Families            Building Lives            Building Hope











